THEATRE ARTS I COURSE SYLLABUS

 Betsy Cornwell, THEATRE ARTS DIRECTOR 
JAMES BOWIE HIGH SCHOOL 

Office phone 414-2343    School email: betsy.cornwell@austinisd.org 

OBJECTIVES:
1. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the need for training the body and voice and demonstrate the ability to relax as a beginning of creative work.

2. The student will develop a level of concentration and the ability to use his body and voice as a source of communication.

3. The student will utilize all of his resources to create and perform.

4. The student will be able to discuss and perform selections of dramatic literature.

GRADING:


33% DAILY PERFORMANCE/TECHNIQUE – one grade each week for participation in warmups, rehearsals

33% WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS – submited on BLEND or turned in as required.

34% MAJOR PROJECTS OR PERFORMANCES as scheduled

MAKEUP WORK – 
Students must demonstrate progress on assignments before being allowed to schedule a reevaluation,  Retesting and reevaluation must be scheduled with the instructor at least one day in advance of a FIT session.

PERFORMANCE ASSIGNMENTS – 
Since all performances are graded twice, a student who is absent the day a performance is due will not be required to make up one of the performances unless he/she chooses to schedule a performance time outside of class.  
Students can receive EXTRA CREDIT for participating in any Bowie Starlight Theatre production as an usher or as a member of the cast or crew.  Students may also receive extra credit for attending any local theatrical (not concerts, ballets, or film) performance by proving attendance or participation.

CLASS RULES WHICH AFFECT DAILY PERFORMANCE GRADES:
1. Students must bring all materials needed for class each day.  Texts will be used occasionally.  Locker passes will not be issued.

2. Absolutely no drinks, candy, or gum of any kind in allowed in the classroom or theatre.  Water in a recognizable container is permitted.

3. Cell phones  must be turned off and stored unless they can be used in a class assignment.
4. Promptness is very important.  Students must be in the room and in place for the warm-up when the bell rings.  Students who come late to class are responsible for getting the instructions without interrupting the class.

5. Restroom passes will be only be given fifteen minutes after the bell rings and will not be given fifteen minutes before the class is over.

6. Students are expected to work in class until the bell rings for the next class.  If the bell rings while the instructor is talking, students are expected to wait until the discussion is finished.

7. Littering or tampering with room decorations, furnishings, costumes, or props in the theatre or classroom will not be tolerated.

8. At all times, students will be expected to demonstrate the utmost respect for all other individuals in the classroom.  Students must always be a courteous audience.

9. Students are required to participate in all class activities.

10. Students may schedule FIT time to make up assignments or performances or get extra help on any assignment.
